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More Students Return Face to Face for Second Semester
   200 more students returned to campus in January, marking the start of the 
second semester with an on campus student population of 1,473.
   As the second semester begins, the largest number of students return, just 
totaling over 200. The percent of students choosing Launch Ed was still high 
though, at 58 percent of the student body.
   The cause for this increase in return could easily be connected to the newest 
mandate by OCPS that requires parents of failing students to sign a form 
stating that they were aware of their child’s grades. This guaranteed that 
parents are aware of their child’s lack of success in with the online model for 
classes. The goal was to encourage parents of students who were failing to 
consider sending them back to school face-to-face so they can improve their 
academic performance. 
  The returning students were already acquainted with most of their friends, 
teachers and classes, so the transition back to school is expected to be 
smooth. “My reason for coming back was to see my friends and to get better 
attendance,” said senior Sebastien Bellabre.
  The Launch Ed platform proved too challenging for many students and 
therefore they decided that it was better to return to campus. “I returned 
because I can’t focus at home,” said sophomore Juno Marques.
   Overall administration supports the return of students to campus as a way to 
help improve their academic and social experience. “I think that the students 
returning to campus provides a great opportunity to those who were struggling 
to get that extra support that they need,” said Assistant Principal Chris Corn.

Students who came back to campus for second semester started the day in the PAC learning 
about the new campus protocols. 

   Starting this school year, the 
Bright Futures Scholarship SAT 
and ACT minimum scores have 
increased, forcing students to 
work that much harder to receive 
it. 
   The test score requirements 
to receive the Bright Futures 
Scholarship have increased for 
this year’s applicants. The SAT 
now requires a minimum score 
of 1210 out of 1600 for the 75% 
scholarship and a 1330 out of 1600 
for the 100% scholarship. For the 
ACT the minimum requirement 
score is now 25 out of 36 for the 
75% scholarship and a 29 out of 
26 for the 100% scholarship. All 
other criteria such as community 
service hours, having two of the 
same core language, and the GPA, 
have not changed. 
   The Scholarship has always 
been a competition for students, 
but now more than ever as the 
changes have been designed for 

the very best to achieve it. “As 
more students enroll in college 
the less funding there is; when 
this happens they make the 
requirements more difficult to get 
the scholarship. The biggest thing 
for guidance is making sure that 
every student is educated on what 
the scholarship is and what they 
need to get it. We went through 
the senior classrooms in order to 
make sure they all did it right and  
collaborated with our English 
teachers to try and encourage 
helpful ways for students to 
practice on test scores,” said 
Guidance Counselor Amber 
Artell. 
   The change in criteria has 
students looking for further help 
to increase their test scores. 
“When I found out that the 
score had been increased, I was 
really disappointed as I would 
have already met the previous 
requirements. I know if I study 
really hard I can reach the score, 
but it will take much more time 
and energy than I had anticipated,” 
said senior Haley Riedy. 
   A new plan has had to be made 
for those who didn’t reach the 
proper scores. “When the changes 
were made fortunately, I hadn’t 
started the application process but 
they have affected my chances 
to get the 100% scholarship, but 
I am still eligible to get the 75% 
scholarship. My plan is to do 
more SAT practice if I want to be 
able to meet the new requirement 
of 1330 for 100%,” said senior 
Ulises Castellanos. 

Bright Futures 
Rules Have 

Changed

Teacher raises 
receive mixed 

reviews
  Governor DeSantis has increased the 
starting salary for first-year teachers by 
16% and veteran teachers by 1%.
   The University High School teachers 
have various opinions on this matter 
considering the majority of the staff has 
worked at University for multiple years. 
Teachers have expressed how they feel 
about the salary increase and how they feel 
after working through teaching students 
both virtually as well as face to face.
  Teachers approve of the raise for 
first-year teachers. However, they are 
concerned that these raises will encourage 
teachers to get accustomed to high pay 
rates, then eventually leave when they 
aren’t benefiting from that. “This bonus 
for first-year teachers is great for them 
but is entirely insulting to veterans. It says 
‘Just come into teaching in Florida.’ You 
don’t need to stay. In fact, we don’t want 
you to stay. Just come in for a bit, bring 
some good degrees with you so we can 
brag about that, then leave when you find 
your real job. In Florida, I don’t matter. 
I am completely replaceable,” said math 
teacher Josh Katz.
  Despite the challenges, stress, and lack 
of recognition that teachers face, veteran 
teachers are dedicated to helping students 
create a bright future for themselves. 
“Teaching during the pandemic is hard. 
Teaching before the pandemic was hard. 
In my first three years of teaching, I didn’t 

get a pay raise. 1% is better than 0%. Why 
do I teach? The answer, my friend, is you. 
I teach for you. Students are worth all of 
this,” expressed Katz.
  Teachers are thankful to get a raise even if 
it is a micro amount but they are concerned 
that incoming teachers will not be able to 
adapt once their salary doesn’t drastically 
increase. “I think that a raise for new 
teachers is a good move for the county and 
the state. However, they should have also 
increased the salary of experienced teachers. 
By not increasing the salary of some veteran 
teachers the state of Florida/the county 
may find that many experienced teachers 
(teachers with six or more years’ experience) 
may consider resigning or retiring early 
because of the pandemic,” said economics 
teacher Alan Long.
  Teachers have worked extremely hard and 
desire a pay raise that is more conducive to 
the work they put in. “I believe that the small 
raise may have signaled to experienced 
teachers their (county or state) appreciation 
for working in a high-risk environment 
during a pandemic. Please realize that my 
statistics are a close approximation,” stated 
Long.
 

The Bright Future Scholarships 
Program has made changes to score 
requirements.

Governer Ron DeSantis passed legislation in 
2020 demanding higher starting pay for new 
teachers. 

By Triniti Santos

By Keyvon Johnson

By Donald Wylie

World News
Biden’s Inaguration Goes Off Without a Hitch

   On January 20th, President-elect Joe Biden held his inauguration into office 
where he gave his first speech as president calling for unity. 
   Based on the recent events involving the capitol riots, there were concerns 
that the inauguration would be targeted by radical groups, but no such attacks 
took place. Although Biden expressed that he did not have any concerns 
regarding his own safety and others attending the event, the National Guard 
was stationed and offered additional security for the event. 
      Following the mobs on the US Capitol, Trump announced that he would 
not be attending Biden’s inauguration. Being the first president to not attend 
the swearing-in of the incoming president in around 150 years. Although 
Trump’s vice president, Mike Pence attended the event. “To all of those who 
have asked, I will not be going to the Inauguration on January 20th,” said 
Trump.
   In attendance at the inauguration were former presidents George W. Bush, 
Bill Clinton and Barak Obama.
   In Biden’s inauguration ceremony he has stated his plans for the first 100 
days of being in office. Some major areas he is planning to focus on involve 
reversing Trump’s immigration policies previously put in place, Criminal 
justice reforms, raising the minimum wage and investing in green energy.   
   Due to the current situation this year’s inauguration will be held following 
specific guidelines to ensure safety. 
Some of the following measures being taken is a reduction in crowd size, 
expecting less than 1,600 people to show up all required to social distance 
and wear masks. “Honor the American Inaugural traditions and engage 
Americans across the country while keeping everybody healthy and safe,” 
said President Joe Biden. 

President Biden’s Inaguration was held on January 20th and featured performances by Garth 
Brooks, Lady Gaga and Jennifer Lopez.

    Former President Donald Trump was 
recorded during an hour-long phone 
call the to Georgia secretary of state 
pressuring him to recalculate the vote in 
his favor asking for influential changes 
in the election. 

  President Trump urged fellow 
Republican Brad Raffensperger, 
the Georgia secretary of state, to 
“find” enough votes to overturn 
his defeat causing concerns over  
abuse of power and a potential 
criminal act. 
  In what some have labeled a 
“modern-day Watergate”, an 
obvious reference to another 
iconic scandal involving 
Richard Nixon, Trump is quoted 
as asking Raffensperger that “I 
just want to find 11,780 votes”. 
   Three separate calls have 
surfaced, all of which involve 
President Trump asking for 
Georgia officials to influence or 
tip the election into his favor. 
  Trump seemed to threaten those 
he called with the pressure of a 
legal offense, as he reiterated his 
belief of a rigged election. He 
tasked the election investigators 
with “finding the fraud”,  as he 

called it during a phone call in 
December.
   The most notable of these 
calls being the one that took 
place with Brad Raffensperger, 
a Georgia Secretary of State, 
on Jan. 2nd. “The people of 
Georgia are angry, the people 
of the country are angry, and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
saying, you know, that you’ve 
recalculated,” Trump said during 
the call, despite being reassured 
the outcome was legitimate by 
Georgia’s officials.
   Many have pointed out that 
the President’s actions may 
have violated state and federal 
law, due to his continuous ask of 
overturning a federal election. 
“So what are we going to do 
here, folks? I only need 11,000 
votes. Fellas, I need 11,000 
votes. Give me a break,” Trump 
added during the same call with 

Trump has continued his claim of a 
fraudulent election, now in Georgia.

Trump
Continues

Fraud Claims  
in Georgia 
Election

Government Pushes New Stimulus
   A new round of stimulus checks were sent to 
Americans in the beginnig of January as Congress 
has tried to slow down the finacial devastation that 
many are feeling in the wake of the pandemic. 
  The worldwide lockdowns that started in March  
2020 have impacted countless businesses and 
caused record levels of unemployment.
    With the new stimulus deal, individuals will 
receive at least $600 or $1,000 per couple. The 
people who are eligible to get the second stimulus 
paycheck - if they are making less than $75,000 
per year, filed their 2019 tax return, or had reported 
adjusted gross income up to $150,000 - will get 
$1,000.

   The citizens who will not be able to get the second 
round of the second stimulus check are individuals 
who make more than $87,000 in 2019, couples who 
made $174,000, and a household making more 
than $124,000 per year. Undoccumneted immigrant 
individuals that live in the U.S are also not eligible 
for the stimulus.
   Unfortunately, the economy still didn’t get any 
better, so the government decided on giving second 
round payments, this time for $600 per adult and 
per child.
  President Biden has proposed another round of 
stimulus money that would include $1,200 for 
many Americans.

Many Americans recieved the first stimulus check 
in April.
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Raffensperger.
   President Trump’s commitment 
to denying the validity of the 
election outcome still poses 
concerns when it comes to the 
eventual transfer of power during 
Joe Biden’s inauguration on 
Jan. 20th. Given events like the 
storming of the Capitol building 
on Jan. 6th, a safe and peaceful 
transfer of power is exactly what’s 
needed to move forward.



   Although kicking off the season with a rough start, the Varsity Boy’s Soccer 
team has made a fortunate comeback and are doing what it takes in order to 
keep it that way. 
   The current season stats are 2:4, winning the last two previous games 
against Oak Ridge High School 3-0 and Colonial High School 1-0. 
   Boys Soccer Coach Mark Hamely acknowledges the work and time his 
player’s need to be successful and has faith they’ll continue to progress in 
wins. “Now that the season has started, we spend most of our practice time 

   Starting off their winter season with a 
positive attitude, the Girls Weightlifting 
team has started practicing and 
competing, reaching goals, breaking 
records and encouraging each other to 
strive. 
   At their meet with Winter Park High 
School, Mia Esparta placed first, Lana 
Caldero placed second, and Alana 
Land, Kayla Land, Jade Santiago, 
Shelby Savoia, and Kiandra Williams 
placed third. 
   For their meet at Colonial High School, 
Jade Santiago placed first, Kayla Land, 
Shelby Savoia, Lana Calderone, and 
Byranna Luburd placed second, and 
Kiandra William placed third. 
   Due to the lack of members in each 
weight class, they were not able to 
place in these competitions. “First off 
I just want to say that weightlifting is 
a really fun sport, even if you’re just 
considering doing it, then DO IT! I’ve 
been doing it since my freshman year 
and because of it, I’ve made so many 
friends, met so many amazing people, 
and have made memories that last a 
lifetime! My best event has to be clean 
& jerks because as scary as it may seem 
when lifting, the adrenaline makes it 

Girls’ Weightlifting Starts 2021 
Season Boys’ Basketball

   On November 20th, University’s Boys 
Basketball team started their season, 
and only eight games in are leading 3-2. 
Carrying a 3 game win streak. 
   Despite the fact this year has brought 
many new challenges and changes 
to basketball, the athletes have been 
able to adapt to these new conditions. 
Maintaining a balance between sports 
and the current pandemic.“Although 
this season began a little differently than 
past seasons, I am impressed with how 
focused the players have been. They 
are working extremely hard and have 
been able to keep things in perspective 
as we deal with the new protocols due 
to the pandemic,” said Boys Basketball 
Coach, Eddie Johnson. 
   Although new precautions such as 
wearing masks and keeping sanitation 
and cleanliness a priority have been 
challenging, players have been able to 
adjust and safely follow these changes 
efficiently. “The whole team has done 
a good job of wearing our masks 
whenever we’re not on the court and 
making sure our hands are cleaned or 
sanitized before we take the court. The 

Sports
Boys’ Varsity Soccer

Shelby Savoia ended with season best of 
100lb. 

Ammir Thomas  goes against Lyman High 
School carying their three game winning streak 

 The girl’s basketball team continued to progress through the season with their ups and 
downs, despite major setbacks caused by quarantining.
  Despite the team’s season being put on hold to limit close contact with each other, the 
team members still found ways to fight against their major setbacks as a group. “[The] 
season is going good as it can with covid, [but] the team overall is fighting through a lot 
of adversity and it is making them stronger,” said basketball coach Larry Kelly.
  Because the team is full of underclassmen, lone senior Lilian Doghor shared team-
bonding experiences with her new teammates. “The team is great; they are all still pretty 
young. I am the only senior this year. With that they got a long way to grow and I’m glad 
I get to call them my teammates,” said Doghor.
  Despite the team having their ups and downs throughout their season, they kept a sense 
of unity in their games, playing together and being tough on their opponents. “Our best 
game was probably when we were against Lake Brantly. It wasn’t a blow out but we 
held out the entire game, allowing us to have the lead for the majority of the game. Our 
worst game however, in my opinion, was against Timber Creek. They blew us out the 
entire time to where their score was three times more than ours,” said freshman Natalie 
Mounts.

Girls’ Basketball Unites To Push Through 
Their Season

Junior Kwanesha Bonelli goes against Winter Park High School.

By Alyssia Ibanez

Senior Sesbastian Perez goes against Freedom High School soccer players during 
first game of the season.

working on tactical parts of the game. We’ve started off the season with some very 
tough opponents that unfortunately we could not play at a high level for the full 80 
minutes but we have a strong group of seniors who I hope lead us to a successful 
season,” said Hamely. 
   In order to reach the goals the players have set in place for this season, they continue 
to reflect on their previous plays to see how they can improve. “Coming into the season 
I am most excited to be able to play everyday and maybe win some games. Although I 
wasn’t very impressed with my performance at Timber Creek, I was satisfied with the 
game at Winter Park and hope to continue playing that well in future games, especially 
as one of my top goals is to hopefully go to college with a soccer scholarship,” said 
sophomore Samuel Gomez. 
   For those whose this is their last high school soccer season, looking at scholarships 
and impressing scouts are essential. “I am also grateful to play with such a great team 
with so much potential in my final year. Being the captain, it’s my job to motivate them 
and help them when they need it. So far our game against Timber Creek has had to be 
our best performance as I had great touches and played my positions very well. I also 
had college scouts there to watch me which felt really good knowing they could see 
how I perform out in the game,” said senior Edison Guerra. 
   Focusing on what they have to offer to the team, players are rewatching the games 
and communicating to each other in order to excel in the rest of the season. “This 
year, my personal goals are to contribute to the team winning games, bringing back a 
winning culture, and to earn a scholarship to compete on the college level. In games I 
give it my all, and try to make the best plays that I can,” said junior Pablo Serna.

By Triniti Santos

most challenging part would be having 
to wear masks once you come out of 
the game but it has to be done,” said 
Senior, Alvaro Mendez. 
   Due to the current situation there 
are now a limited amount of people 
who are allowed to purchase tickets 
to watch the games. Causing a shift in 
the atmosphere at the games to occur 
because of the lack of fans that can 
come and support the team. “This also 
has changed the amount of noise we 
used to get at the games since there 
aren’t as many people in the stands,” 
said Mendez.
   Going into the season Coach Johnson 
plans on focusing on the phrase “This 
Play!” to help motivate and focus 
the players on the present. During 
these times the athletes are focusing 
on staying in the present and staying 
positive. “Even when mistakes are 
made, our “This Play!” mentality 
allows us to remain focused on the 
current play, not dwell on past plays, 
and not look ahead to future plays.  
Especially this year, it is important to 
remain present and control what you 
can – positively,” said Johnson.

By Grace Reeder

By Triniti Santos

really exciting and energetic,” said 
junior Kristen Phan.
   Empowering each other is only one 
way the girls continue to strive and 
become their best selves for the future 
of their athletic careers. “Weightlifting 
is a great sport because it isn’t just a 
physical sport it’s also a mental one. 
I love it because you don’t gain a 
bunch of muscle, you gain strength. 
It’s also great to help get ready for 
the upcoming sports. Since I’m doing 
weightlifting now I won’t be so tired 
out from softball in the spring season. 
It’s a lot of fun, and I wish we had more 
girls this season to keep going for next 
year. In practice and in competition 
we encourage each other to do heavier 
weights and we always cheer each other 
on,” said senior Jade Santiago. 

   On December 25th, Netflix premiered the riveting original series, Bridg-
erton which is based on the bestselling romance books by Julia Quinn that 
follows the story of wealth, lust, and betrayal of London’s high society in Re-
gency-era England. The show focuses mainly on the perspective of the eight 
Bridgerton siblings. 
   Over the course of the past few weeks since its debut, the show has moved 
around between 1st and 2nd place recently winning the top spot. The 8 epi-
sode series, each around an hour-long takes viewers on a whirlwind of scan-
dals narrated by Lady Whistledown, an anonymous writer that reveals these 
secrets in a town newsletter every new episode. The tensions begin once 
the eldest Bridgerton daughter, Daphne makes her debut in society and is 
renowned as the diamond of the season by the queen herself. Thus making 
Daphne the most sought after girl in town for eligible bachelors.
   However, her eldest brother and head of the family has a continuous disdain 
with the options she has for her suitor seeing as he wants the best for his dar-
ling little sister but this causes a massive struggle for her search in addition to 
her reputation beginning to smear. Once it is announced in the town’s news-
letter by Lady Whistledown, Daphne is forced to take matters into her own 
hands which leads to a ruse that fools everyone in town, even the notorious 
scandal writer. With the help of the Duke of Hastings, Simon Basset her rep-
utation, as well as status, begins to rise once again making her sought after by 
the majority if not all the suitors.
   As each scandal is revealed our heart wrenches for the havoc created in 
each individual’s life that has been affected, causing viewers to be drawn in 
more and more with every episode. A common theme for the producer, Shon-
da Rhimes in every show she produces, an incredible amount of inclusivity 
when it comes to the range in actors as well as in storylines. This show may 
seem like any other historical romance drama but as you watch you learn is 
anything but those that have been shown in media prior, it’ll keep you on the 
edge of your seat with every unexpected turn made. 

Ariana Grande Strikes With 
Another Showstopping Album 

  Ariana Grande’s sixth studio album, 
Positions, was a standout in her music 
career. The 14 tracks showcased Grande’s 
high vocal range and harmonization tech-
niques.
  A noticeable detail in Positions was 
Grande’s usage of vocalizations and ad-
libs. While Grande still belts out high notes 
as normal, her harmonization in all songs 
(especially the verses in the lead single, 
“shut up”) balances out and rivals that of 
angelic choirs. Even her rapping segments 
in songs like “24 + 35” are simple to relate 
to.

  The album production is also notable. 
“nasty” and “six thirty” use percussive beats 
such as clapping and soft drum-like beats 
to emit a seductive feeling. Most lyrics use 
clever wordplay to attract listeners. One 
notable example in “my hair” features 
Grande flaunting her hair; “Usually don’t let 
people touch it, but tonight, you get a pass.”
   Three tracks (“motive,” “off the table,” and 
“safety net”) respectively feature artists Doja 
Cat, The Weeknd, and Ty Dolla $ign. Their 
musical styles complemented Grande’s 
verses as if they had a heart-wrenching 
conversation with her, making the 
“conversations” believable for the listeners. 
“off the table” sounded the most convincing. 
In the song, as Grande asks her lover, “Is 
love completely off the table?”, The Weeknd 
reassures her with, “If you let me in your 
heart I don’t think that love’s completely off 
the table.”
  However, most of the tracks reused the 
same clichés from previous albums like 
Sweetener and thank u, next. With their 
focus on the complexity of love, each song 
was not surprising. To give meaning to the 
album, more interesting topics should have 
been addressed, such as the social issues 
going on for the past few months.
  Ultimately, Grande’s impressive vocal 
range, the track production, and the featured 
artists’ contributions to the album combined 
into a piece of art. Although there could 
have been more diversity in its topics, 
Positions does not cease to amaze.

Entertainment
Controversy Arises From New Netflix Series Bridgerton

  On December 11, Amazon 
released a new original series, The 
Wilds for anyone with Prime Video 
to watch.
   The Wilds has viewers following 
the life of a group of girls and what 
their lives were like leading up to 
them being stranded on a deserted 
island, unaware they are actually 
the subjects of a feminism social 
experiment. 
   When the girls originally “signed 
up” for the experiment, they were 
under the impression that they were 
going on a retreat to Hawaii but as 
needed objects randomly show up 
on the island, they grow suspicious 
of the crash. The experiment was 

created by the show’s antagonist 
Gretchan Klein, who is a 
researcher trying to prove that 
even after being through all the 
mental and physical stress of a 
plane crash and being deserted on 
an island, the young women can 
resolve their problems without 
the help of men. 
   With an added twist, the viewers 
come to find out that two of the 
nine girls in the crash are actually 
in on the experiment but after one 
is revealed in the beginning, it 
takes the entire season to find out 
who the other girl is. This adds 
an appreciated level of suspense 
allowing the audience to pay 
close attention to figure out who 
it may be. 
   The characters are also teenagers 
who have been through hardships 
that its teenage audience
can relate to and feel for, making 
the show even more worth 
watching. The actresses added 
a great level of feeling through 
each episode making viewers’ 
emotions go from sad to worried 
to shocked but still having that 
extra layer of humor to look 
forward to. 
   Although the season has only 
10 episodes, they are each around 
an hour long which gives plenty 
of time to get to know the girls 
and watch them grow through 
their unusual journey. The season 
ended with a cliffhanger leaving 
viewers absolutely ready for a 
second season, but Amazon has 
not released any information 
about the show’s future. 

Prime Video’s 
release of 
The Wilds   

Ariana Grande released her sixth studio album, 
Positions, on October 30, 2020.

by Kelly Tran

The Wilds cast rehearses on set 
in New Zealand. 

by Triniti Santos

by Kathyryne Collazo

Bridgerton, is a controversial series on Netflix, that has also been widely popular with view-
ers.



  After 2020’s unfortunate events, everyone in the world must make a team effort to make 2021 bet-
ter. A stepping stone that can improve the start of 2021 is creating New Year’s resolutions, whether 
they help an individual or a community of people.
  2020 was an unlucky year for accomplishing New Year’s resolutions. The restriction of short dis-
tance and long distance travel, losses in multiple communities, and unfortunate historical events 
that left thousands in poor shape made these resolutions very difficult to accomplish. Even worse, 
2020 was not like any other year where people could roam around their neighborhood. That option 
is moot due to ongoing social distancing and safety regulations put out by the CDC.
  Last year’s traumatic events left people in poor physical shape, mental health, and even depres-
sion. That’s when practicing self-care and self-love as a resolution pays off; it can already make 
2021 feel better. Taking the time to respect oneself is beneficial beyond this year, whether improv-
ing physically (eating healthier fruits and maintaining a regular sleep schedule) or mentally (pick-
ing up a new hobby). The amount of dedication put into completing these resolutions determines 
how they impact oneself in the future.
  With 2021 set to be a year of healing, it’s time to help the community make amends and rebuild 
from the past. The most common resolutions involve giving to the needy. This includes donating 
to charities, soup kitchens, and food pantries whose supplies have plummeted due to the high 
demand for supplies from regular people. Continuing to use basic manners will raise everyone’s 
moods, too. Even a random act of kindness every day of the year can motivate people to help 
themselves out.
  If the world was to turn itself around from 2020’s mishaps, creating (and fulfilling) effective New 
Year’s resolutions will allow everyone to shape a bright future this year.As the new year starts, people are looking forward to trying new things 

in the future.

  The current Covid vaccine protocol scares 
everyone on many fronts due to uncertainties 
whether people will get the vaccine.
  This protocol is concerned on two lengths: 
whether it will work and be effective, and if 
everyone will get it before it’s too late. “I am 
lucky to be an essential worker being part of 
the first phase. I can breathe a sigh of relief 
that I am able to receive the vaccine. But, it 
also scares me because what if I wasn’t able to 
get it now? When would I get it?” said Sterile 
Processing Tech worker, Luis Gonzalez, who 
is set to receive the first doses of the vaccine.
  Everyone that is looking to take the vaccine 

Covid Vaccine 
Protocol in Florida 

Needs Changes

Biden’s Plan to Handle COVID-19 Will help Slow the Virus
  On January 20th the Presidential Inauguration swore in 
President Joe Biden along with his Vice President of choice, 
Kamala Harris. Since the start of the pandemic Biden and 
his running mate have been vocal on their beliefs toward the 
COVID-19 virus, in addition to how both disagree with the 
way former President Donald J. Trump has handled the virus 
in the country and things that have been affected by it.
   In March of 2020 Biden originally revealed his plan to 
combat COVID-19 to show contrast on how President Trump 
intended to handle the virus. During his speech in which he 
revealed his plans, former Vice President Joe Biden’s plan was 
posted in full detail to his campaign website. 
   Biden and Harris created a seven-point plan which focuses 
on public health measures such as free public testing, national 
supply of personal protective equipment, providing clear 
national guidance, equitable distribution of treatments and 
vaccines, protecting those at higher risk, immediately restoring 

and expanding the defenses that Trump dismantled, and lastly 
implementing mask mandates nationwide. “We need bigger 
and broader measures to shore up the economic demand, 
protect jobs, keep credit flowing to our job creators and make 
sure we have the economic firepower we need to weather the 
storm and get the people and this economy back to full strength 
as soon as possible,” said Biden regarding his COVID-19 plan.
   This is not Biden’s first rodeo when it comes to a virus; Biden 
helped to lead the Obama-Biden Administrative responses 
to the 2009 H1N1 pandemic, also known as the 2014 Ebola 
pandemic. 
  Within his first 100 days as president, Biden hoped to have 
distributed 100 million vaccine shots, opened most K-8 schools, 
and asked that all Americans wear masks for those 100 days. 
“Biden understands that this is a dynamic situation… As the 
crisis unfolds, Biden will build on this policy to address new 
challenges,” says the official Biden Harris campaign website. 
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The front line workers are the first to get the vaccine.

President Biden continues his push 
to attempt to conrol the pandemic.

share mixed feelings about it because of their 
concerns about when they’re going to get it and 
what they are supposed to do in the meantime. 
Some of them are on their toes and worried 
because the numbers are still on the rise and 
with other peoples’ attitude and not caring, the 
risk is more dangerous now so somehow and 
some way protocols have to rechange.
  There are multiple hurdles preventing people 
from getting the vaccine shot as well. “My 
best estimate there are about 4 million people 
in Florida that are 65 years and older and my 
estimate is there are about 200-300 thousand 
vaccines currently available in Florida, so 
clearly the demand is outpacing the supply at 
this point,” said assistant Chief medical officer 
at UF Health Jacksonville Chirag Patel.
  Although the vaccine is coming, vaccine 
development needs to speed up and consider 
all other vaccine candidates that are currently 
not undergoing phase one of the vaccine trials. 
This will require a change in vaccine protocols.
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